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THE MERMAID.

T wns hazily congclous of & gentls, rus-
tling nolse near me, and then something
wet and cnld came dab in my faee. I snt
op With a jerk, and there sat o mermaid?
Good gracious! ¥ou can imugine bow
startled I felt

She sat on the sand guite close to me,
re=ting on one hanod, and with her tail, an
indisputable tail, with besntifuailly glis.
tening silvery brown scales, colled roond
In o graceful eurye. She was fascinating-
Iy precty, with a sweet face, laughlug now
at my alr of bewildermment, and with long
trésses of brown halr blowiog sbout ber.

I suppoae my dropped jaw and staring
eyes nust have siruck boer as very comm-
leal, for she laughed—such a musicnl,
soothiog laugh, strangely ks the ripple
of the waves pmong the groynes highar
ap the beach.

“Excass e, ' she sald. “"bus you look
e funny.** .
““Funny!” 1 exclahmed indlgoantly.

*“What have you been up :u? You've been
throwing water over me.

““1 haven's.™

" Yu4, you hava. Look here,
all wet now, and my hair s damp.**

"1 didn't throw water over you. I sup-
poae it was rather forwird, but I put the
end of my tall on your face. You lgpked
80 tempting, you Koow, lying there. 1
really ocvuld Dot reslst you. **

“Weall, you shouwldn’t, then'' I said.
ENaow you've wobe me up, and =omeo of
the wanter bas pone down iy neck "’

I spokagrampily. You see, 1 was scarca-
Iy mysell yobt It was so utterly incom-
Prehensible thnt I should be sitting hers
with as ahsolote menuald, 4 oceatore 1
Ead never for 8 mdment helleved in, sit-
ting almost olose enough for me to touch.

I had wandored off Lthnt afternoon among
the bowlders that lay pilod op om the
gkining heach at the foot of the cliffs 1o
the Juft of the little rown.
bot, 8o hot theat after skimming through
the ecclumns of the paper I hud brought
with me I Iny bask snd snoozed, lu bllss-
ful disregard of the glaring sun and the

white rocks and the low ripple of the re- |

treating uidew And then heppened all
have described.

Do you Enow you soore?™ she sald sud-
denly.

Sald I, **Yon must boa vary mischiev-
ous girl—mermaid, I enn, '

0L, no, ' not—uot nearly 80 bad as
pome. It's lucky [or you my cousln wasn't
with me when I onme up apd found you
bhepe. '’

A genlleman—a merman!'’ I wven-
tured.
“*Oh, no! She usually comes up here

with nie of an afternoon, but she's up &t
the orther end of the ey today. Hex
narmin's Gonovisve, and mine's Maud *'

“Where do you gek your nnmes?” 1
asked.

“Out of books we pick np. We got
ming and my cousin Imogen’s out of o
supplement that dropped overboard from
8 steamer. Pretty name, Linogen, Ien's
lt?ll

‘“Not balf so pretty as Maund. ™

HWwell, 1 don’s Engw. Woe'ro gind to
et anyihing to yeand. I thus today's pa-
per?" puinting to The Clhironlole thint lay
ca the beack.

“‘Yes,"' Lsald.
read?'’

“Thaok ﬂ.“'fl.l-n}’. No;, not now,
11! tnlee 16 with me, I vou don’s milnd.
Swoke your pipe, will you?"’

“With great pleasure. Sure you dou't
mwind?®’’

“Noz n big
e light 1g.""

So 1 pulled out my plpe and filled it,
and AMfand, with a sinewy loop of her tail,
glided up tome. Ehe seemed highly de
Ilghted nE belng allo'ved fo strike the
mateh for me ta et a light by

“Inn’t this Jol ! slio suld, locklng up
at me with wonderful eves.

"Rather,”" T sald, Jooking down intc
them. “Do you often go in for this gors
of thing**"*

“Well, now, 11l tell you,'" she replied
“You're the first man I ever spuke to—

““Would you like it to

Besides I want jou so leg

ks this, I mean—butold Nep sent me |
here for trying o Yon're in my nock,
sou Enow,. 1 oftéen tome bers, and vieter
day it was so hot that I dropped asleep, |
s#nd when you came along 1 only just had
liJ:lw to pes behind that rock '

50 youtve sein me befors, tHen?”

o “;n, yiss, several timmes, I saw you along
the bench an Suaday evenlug

“The deuce you did—1 bLeg your par
daon. '

““And 1 euw you Eiss thay
Oh, yr-ﬁ. ym; dgid. "

fSWelll'" 1 sald, tarping very red, I od
mlt ie, L.ut It wops only one. ™

fisher girl

*There aln’e any merinen here,"” she re
plied,
Aren’t theref 1 supposs (t's rathor
lonels,"
1 used to he spoonsa little with one at
Brightcn, buot we never sce one hete

Thst's old Nep's doings. 1 haven's been
kissed for ever so long **

“Really 7" 1 anid, edging over
Besr.

*Heally,'" ahe sighed, loocking down.

Y Er—shall I—wonld you—shall we—
thay is""—

I leuned over bér 05 cho raised her fnce,
smifingly, miischilevyously, to mine, when,
Just zs our lips touck-d, with a sudden
twist of her tall she canghr me a dab In
the fuce with bher wet fin.

I fell over backward, and by the time 1
had got the eand sand wet oot of my eyes
the mermaid had dizappeared.

No trace of her was left; but my news-
naper wae gone, and a=s I went dlowly homa
I fanclied 1 conld catch sight of her, lying
out by the big black rook that junsg showed
it=2)? above the sea. Istood still and called
to her aod distinctly saw her white arms
waved to me and heard the rippling af her
Invgh and saw, too, her long brawn halr
tossing on the waves —Sketoh.

tosward

Crispi's Inuight Into Human Nature,

I have known in my lifetime not u fow
publio men ecognized as grear, but I have
nover known one who had such insight
Inta hulaan narure ot one who had 8 moure
inflexibile yule of public conduct, In speak-
frg of hitn one day with Cazdinnl X— —,
ona of the liberals of the sacred collupe, I
reforred to Crispi’s intimacy witlh thines
at the Vatican, and he replied: '‘His
Enowledge of our anffairs excites 1he aston-
ishment of all of us. 16 & like intuiiion.
He knows wa bettor than we know our
celves; nod tha black anarchy as well as
the red.""—W. J. Stillman In Cencury.

An Anzious Mother,

Thera 1= a prevty story in the Vapx fam-
fiy of Philadelphin in regard o Hichard
Youx's pallantries atr the court of St
Tames when he dancec with tha yoong
and yet antharrted Queen Victoria. The
family was of Qusker fsith, snd, scoord-
ing teihe story, when the news chane frain
ubread of the favor the yonng man found
eeiile the queen hismothur spoke of his at-
testions to the royal indy and then added,
“But [ bope Richard will mos murry out
of mestineg, *

=
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NEW YEAR'S IN JAPAN.

| fhe Custom of Making Gifts FPrewnila
iloilday Sireet Scenes.

Un New Yenr's day the Juapaness
tradesmen send their cnstomers small
offerings, usually of sumething in their
lins of bnsiness, A groeerwill give per-

| ‘haps o pospd of sngar or a little pack-
age of rice, Every present, Inrge or

| gmuall, costly or inexpensive, is accom-
punied by a little folded three cornered
poper a fvw inches in size, Sometimes
this is of crims=on or gilt paper or samon.
times hlue or silver, scocrding to the
taste of tho sendear.

The origin of this costom is very nn-
cient nod curicas. Indaye of old a picee
of dried fish was sent with each gifr,
but graduslly people fvll into s vicions
habit of sending on the same piegs of
fishh with the uext present they sent
away, ns if they recsived so many offer-
ings they could not pussibly ess all the
fish that came.  Finally matters got to
such 4 pitch that a gentloman could
frequently smell his present coming
arvund the coruner. Bo in order to do |
away with this abnse these little pisces

. of paper were substituted,

Anorther ocustom that sesams very
strapge in our eyes is that of sending
presents of eatables, sweetmeats, moohi
or bean cake, ete. Such dainties are
sont in priceless bowls of cloissona or
sutsvmns eet on & lnoquer triy. Over all
i= thrown & silk and gold embaoiderad
sguare of soft mibbed orape, nuvdl the
messenger earries it through the stroot
Leli at arm's length. Thersacipient eats
tho contents, and withoot washing or
cleaning the bowl fn any way returna
it and the cover with clabornte thauks

The little ehops, which lopk like dry
goods Loxes set upon eud, are filled with
gav tovs, with dolls, kités and bits of
aud dyed fenthers made into tiuy
ornments for the ebousy hair of tha
briiliantly dressed, powdered and rouged
litile girls

Acrobuats nnd

inseal

sireet actors attract
crowds of notonly children, but therr
eliders. Then there are Punch and
Jady shows, but Punch and Judy are
replaced by fabulouns cats, badgers and
foxes, wlho piny all sarts of tricks upon
snen wod women, Conjurers and snake
churmers reap a harvest, and tho man
who makes and plays bamboo flutes
enrns & small fartuna.

Every one from the little tots of 0 or
7 to grandnms of 60 or 70 pluys bat-
tledoor and shuottlecock. And such gor-
geous battledoors ad wers usver befora
seson ! Great, awkward pieoes of board,

| plain on one side, the other elaboxately

decornted with a figore of A noted dan-
cor or geisha, the hands and face paing-
vl on the weod, but tha dress of silk or
paper pasted on and standing ao inch or
mure above the board. The shuttlecook
is o wilded sded stuock around with dyed
feathers until it resembles a Hower. —
Neoew York Advertiser.

Good Resolutions For the New Year.

Last us Jook over the mistakes of thoe
bygone days and plan a new courss of
tion for the fautare Whers we have
un wrong let us now be right, and
where we have been Tight let us stick
to that course, going from good to bet-
ter, from Detter 1o best,

A word sbont the resoluticns that will
e minde today and broken tomorrow—
do not make them at all if you do not
wean ta keep them. The promise Denrs |
oo weight that is so goon forgotten |
Make the covenant with your conscience
and your Maker. Do not blezon your
righteons sentiments abrogd, but with
sincerity of purpose watech ook |
agninst tha fouits, moaking a gallant
fight agzalnst the fous of evil

With such an incentive to inspirs yoo
the new yenr will gradually become to |
von n closa friend, bringing joy aud
hoappiness o its path aud breathing into
vour heart messages that will indeed
manke the wishes for & happy New Year
| materialize in every trath to your own

suporabandant satisfaction. —Philadel-
whin Times

eoler

Only One Dny In the Year.

Brother Christian, deternmins to make
this the best year of your life—the rich-
est, ripest, strougest, happiest. But you
caupot grow in grace ‘hy wholesals’
Bogin the yeay by putting the knife in-
¢ bad babit or besctting sin. Be-
laving stiff hold on some u. 2lrer-
duty Cunsecration menns letting
Christ own the whole of you
Holiness means servipng Christ in littla
things, and remeomber that in all the
venr vou will see only one day, and that
will be called “‘today,”" The ladder to
beaven is climbed not by a leap, but
round by ronnd, —Theodors L. Cayler.
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} Thoughts For the Drying Yoar.

Theve are muany of earth’s thooght-

leas ones towhom thedying of a year 19
vnly therounding np of an astronomienl
period devoted to idlgness or 1o the por-
guit of plegsure, while the coming in of

| a new vear is the point of view from

which to regard the possibllities for
ministering to the plessores of seuse for
ancther twelvemonzh,

But 1o others the New ¥ éar opens up
anofher and 8 very different outlook—
to thosa who realize the mistakes thnt
belong to the past and who loslennx-
ionsiy toward the foture and what it
may bring. —Qbristian Work.

The HEoman New Year's.

_-Unong the ancient Romans the
“strenwe, T or New Yeur's presents, were
not only exchanged between relatives
:‘!ul friends, hat were exactad from their
subjects.  Under the Cwsturs thesa New
Yeour's gifia became such s sonree of
profit tu ths sovereign and so onerous
a burden to the people that Claodics
limited their cost by u decres. —Seleotsd,

Wolf-monst of Lthe Early Saxzons.

The Anglu-Saxops calied New Yenr's
the Wolf-monat becanse the wolves were
more ravenoss then than at other times,
and the Scaodinavians also called iv
Acfier-Yale. In oldilluminstsd missals
nid culendars Januuary is depicted as
g old man, carrying s woodman’s ax
gud s bench of fagots, shivering and

| blowing upon his fingers —Exchange.

For Colds,

Coughs,
Croup, Influenza, and
Bronchitis,
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